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| Santa Rosa Victims 
| Of Violence by Mob 
Sued for Resisting 


Silva M. A. Green, alias Jack Green, and Sol 
Nitzberg, residents of Santa Rosa who were man- 
handled by a mob in that city last August and 
suffered the ignomy of being tarred and feath- 
ered and ordered to leave Santa Rosa, have just 
been made the defendants in a suit for $2500 dam- 
ages for resisting their tormentors! 

Although the complaint was sworn to on No- 
vember 21, 1935, the suit was not filed until last 
week. 

It will be recalled that Green and Nitzberg were 
accused of being the leaders in an agricultural 
strike in Sonoma County which was’ strongly re- 
sisted by the employers. The two men were sin- 
gled out and abused by a mob the members of 
which were well known and who have never been 
arrested in connection with the outrage. 

Strong representations made by various labor 
organizations and civic bodies resulted in Attorney 
General Webb declaring that a thorough investi- 
gation would be made with a view to bringing the 
members of the mob to justice. In a newspaper 
interview last week the state official stated that 
“progress” was being made in this investigation. 


Aftermath of Tarring 


The plaintiffs in the case include Fred Cairns, 
alleged leader of the mob, and Harold G. 
Campbell, said to be a resident of Petaluma. Cairns 
is a defendant in two federal court damage suits 
brought by Nitzberg and Green which followed as 
an aftermath of the tar and feather party on Au- 
gust 21. Federal Judge Roche recently denied 
Cairns’ motion to dismiss Green’s suit and a new 
motion to transfer the case to the Sacramento 
federal court will shortly come on for a hearing. 

The complaint in the present suit alleges that 
Cairns and Campbell went upon the highways in 
Sonoma County on August 21 for the “purpose of 
detecting and apprehending such persons as might 
in plaintiff's presence be engaged in the commis- 
sion of crimes and offenses against the persons or 
property of residents and taxpayers of said 
county.” It is claimed that while they were on the 
streets of Santa Rosa Green and Nitzberg “did 
pull, push, jerk, jostle and strike plaintiffs . 
threatened to kill and murder them, and shot at 
plaintiffs with a double-barreled shotgun.” 

In consequence of the alleged acts, the plain- 
tiffs claim that they “were rendered tired, sore 
and lame . . . sustained severe shock and injuries 
to their nervous systems,” but were not perma- 
nently injured. 

As a further element of damages, it is alleged 
that in consequence of the alleged assault “a large 
group of persons known as communists” became 
embittered against plaintiffs and refused to do 
business with them, and that many of them re- 
moved from the County of Sonoma “to parts un- 
known to plaintiff.” 

The complaint was verified by Campbell on No- 
vember 21, but no attempt was made to serve 
either of the defendants until last week. Sol Nitz- 
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berg, Petaluma chicken rancher, was served on 


February 13, but process servers haVe thus far 
been unable to locate Green. 


Suit Termed “Ridiculous” 


Ernest Besig, northern California director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, whose attorneys 
are representing Green and Nitzberg, character- 
ized the suit as “ridiculous.” “After six months,” 
said Besig, “we suddenly discover that Green and 
Nitzberg are charged with the commission of cer- 
tain offenses. In spite of extensive reporting of 
the Santa Rosa incident, nothing ever appeared in 
the public press about these alleged attacks on 
Cairns and Campbell. And if these men were as- 
saulted, why didn’t they seek to have their assail- 
ants arrested? I suppose we'll next have a suit 
for damages because one of the vigilantes hurt his 
hands while beating Green and Nitzberg, or be- 
cause he was injured while applying the tar and 
feathers.” 


“This suit,” declared Besig, “emphasizes the 
need for a public investigation of the Santa Rosa 
outrage. If those perennial investigators, District 
Attorney Cowan of Sonoma County or Attorney 
General U. S. Webb, had the courage to prosecute 
the guilty persons, the present outrageous suit 
would never have been filed. It is pure dereliction 
of duty when county and state officials make no 
effort to punish a flagrant violation of the law, and 
it is a plain encouragement to further mob action. 
We will ask Senator Van Nuys of Indiana to in- 
clude a full investigation of the Santa Rosa affair 
in his senatorial committee’s investigation of mob 
violence and lynching.” 
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MASTERS, MATES AND PILOTS SUE 


Injunction proceedings were filed in Superior 
Court last week by officers and members of Local 
No. 90 of the national organization of Masters, 
Mates and Pilots to restrain L. E. Delaney and 
others from usurping control of the local union. 
In addition, damages of $25,000 are sought in the 
complaint, filed by Carl W. F. Rasmussen, Joseph 
Zilla and others, who claim elective rights to con- 
trol of the local and its finances. 


“Serious Situation” 
Created by Decisions 


William Green, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, warns that “revglution breaks 
the deadlock” when government is not able to 
adapt itself to changing conditions. 

In an editorial in the “American Federationist” 
President Green declares that a “serious situation” 
has arisen as a result of recent Supreme Court 
decisions declaring laws unconstitutional. 

“The Supreme Court has declared that Congress 
can not enact law to promote social welfare or 
to regulate industries,” he said. 

“This is a serious situation. History of other 
nations shows that when government becomes too 
rigid to meet changing needs revolution breaks 
the deadlock. To escape violent remedy, we must 
work out ways to govern under changing condi- 
tions without abandoning our democratic insti- 
tutions.” 


| Twenty-one States 


Share First Grants 
For Social Security 


Within forty-eight hours after President Roose- 
velt signed the deficiency appropriation act— 
which included the first congressional appropria- 
tion to the Social Security Board—United States 
treasury checks representing the first social secur- 
ity grants to states for assistance in their aid to 
the aged, the blind, and to dependent children, 
were in the mails on February 13. The first checks 
to be sent were: : 

For Old-Age Assistance—Iowa, $548,100; Ala- 
bama, $105,000; Delaware, $33,075. 

For Aid to the Blind—Arizona, $4725; Connec- 
ticut, $2520. 5 

For Aid to Dependent Children—Arizona, $32,- 
120; Alabama, $48,000. A 

Checks were in the mails Friday, February 14, 
to various states and the District of Columbia for 
old-age assistance, for aid to the blind and for aid 
to dependent children. 

A total of $4,446,622.66 in grants to states with 
approved plans for assistance to the needy aged,’ 
to dependent children, and to the needy blind, is 
for the months of February and March only. 


Extent of Federal Aid 


In states whose public assistance plans are ap- 
proved by the Social Security Board the federal 
government will match state funds dollar for dol- 
lar in the case of aid to the needy aged and the 
blind, and one dollar for each two dollars dis- 
bursed by the states for aid to dependent children. 
An additional 5 per cent of the federal. grants to 
states for old-age assistance and aid to the blind 
will be paid to the states to share the cost of the 
administration of these two forms of public assis- 
tance. 

To date, state plans for old-age assistance have 
been approved for the following eighteen states 
(District of Columbia included): Alabama, Con- 
necticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Idaho, 
Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, Vermont, Washington, Wisconsin, Wyo- 
ming. 

The twelve states with approved plans for aid 
to dependent children are: Alabama, Arizona, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, Idaho, Maine, Maryland, Mis- 
sissippi, Nebraska, New Hampshire, Washington, 
Wisconsin, Wyoming. ’ 

The twelve states with approved plans for aid 
to the blind are: Arizona, Connecticut, District of 
Columbia, Idaho, Maine, Mississippi, Nebraska, 
New Hampshire, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
Wisconsin, Wyoming. 

More States Participate 


In addition to these twenty-one states which 
have had one or more public assistance plans ap- 
proved, a number of other states have submitted 
their public assistance plans for approval by the 
board, and still other states are expected to do so 
shortly. 

To be approved by the Social Security Board, 

(Continued on Page Three) 
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Metal Trades Protest 
Proposed Surcharges 


In a comprehensive and carefully prepared state- 
ment to Insurance Commissioner Samuel L. Car- 
penter, accompanied by a lengthy statistical study, 
the Bay Cities Metal Trades Council has protested 
strongly against proposed surcharges in work- 
men’s compensation insurance rates. 

The Council expresses the belief that the law 
does not contemplate nor intend that rates which 
are unreasonably excessive shall be approved by 
the commissioner, but that it does intend that the 
rates “shall be established on a basis of experience 
in the State of California.” The statement con- 
tinues: 

“We are sure that the Legislature or the present 
law does not intend that there shall be included in 
the rates charged for the maintenance of expen- 
sive wining and dining lobbies in the State Legis- 
lature, or the payment of high-salaried attorneys 
to attempt to secure amendments to the workmen’s 
compensation insurance laws; nor is it intended 
that the insurance commissioner shall approve 
rates that include excessive profits which have en- 
abled insurance companies heretofore to donate 
over a hundred thousand dollars to industrial asso- 
ciations and kindred institutions for the purpose of 
having that money used in an effort to crush the 
labor organizations of this state.” 

Claiming that the “tremendous profits” shown 
by the State Compensation Insurance Fund are 
“ample justification” for refusal to increase the 
compensation rates, the statement continues: 

Low Cost of Silicosis Claims 

“According to a report of the Industrial Acci- 
dent Commission of the State of California show- 
ing the number and cost of silicosis and kindred 
claims, which we are informed has been filed with 
you, it is shown that of 108 claims filed with the 
commissioners and covering injurious dust ex- 
posures in California industries from 1906 to Octo- 
ber of 1935, sixty-nine claims have been settled by 
decisions or settlement agreements for the total 
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sum of $46,730.49. If we divide the $46,730.49 by the 
sixty-nine claims filed, we have a total average of 
$677.25. When we remember that this represents 
an average for a total of twenty-nine years, namely, 
from 1906 to October of 1935—in other words 
over twenty-nine years—we can therefore divide 
this total average of $677.25 per case by 29 and 
we get the magnificent sum of $23.35 per year per 
case cost to the insurance company. 


“Because of this $23.35 cost per year per case, 
the insurance companies have requested you, Mr. 
Commissioner, to authorize surcharges that will 
cost California industries hundreds of thousands 
of dollars—hundreds of thousands of dollars be- 
cause the average of the last twenty-nine years 
shows the cost per case to the insurance com- 
panies to be $23.35. 


“It is true this same report of the Industrial Ac- 
cident Commission of the State of California shows 
that of the 108 claims filed, thirty-nine cases are 
still pending. No one knows what the decision of 
the Industrial Accident Commission will be in 
these cases. We are informed by union represen- 
tatives who have been in touch with members of 
the miners’ unions, who are familiar with most of 
the cases pending because most of them affect 
miners, that it is reported that the attorney repre- 
senting the miners is negotiating for settlements 
ot claims at practically the same figure that he has 
already settled a number of cases. 


“We are sure, Mr. Commissioner, that we have 
every right to assume that the average cost to the 
insurance companies of the remainder of the cases 
that are pending will be approximately the same as 
it has been in the average cases that have been 
settled. In other words, we believe that the bal- 
ance of the cases will be settled at an average of 
$677.25 per case. 


$1000 for Loss of Finger 


“We call your attention to the fact that in hun- 
dreds and hundreds of cases of minor injuries, 
workmen in California have been paid a thousand 
dollars for their claim. In order to make it clearer, 
may we Say to you that the records of the Indus- 
trial Accident Commission will show many cases 
where the loss of an index finger by a mechanic 
has resulted in his being paid compensation of ap- 
proximately $1000, and in many cases more for 
such a minor injury. 

“You have under consideration silicosis cases that 
represent not the loss of a finger, but the loss of a 
man’s life, and the average cost of the cases sub- 
mitted to you by the Industrial Accident Com- 
mission shows it to be a paltry $677.25 per case, 
covering a period of some twenty-nine years, or 
an average of $23.35 per case per year. 

“Because of this very small cost, you are asked, 
as the representative of the State of California, to 
inflict excessive surcharges for the profit and bene- 
fit of insurance companies. 

“In conclusion we are compelled to state that 
we protest against the proposed surcharges as un- 
necessary, unreasonable and unjust.” 
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Silicosis Discussed 
At Official Hearing 


A hearing sponsored by the State Industrial 
Accident Commission, the second of its kind, was 
held at the State building last week, at which rep- 
resentatives of labor, employees and employers 
discussed health hazards of dust, fumes, vapors 
and gases and means to minimize and eradicate 
them. 

The hearing was presided over by Commissioner 
Frank C. MacDonald, who indicated a belief on 
the part of the commission that reduction of haz- 
ards tending toward development of silicosis is a 
matter primarily of promulgating rules and letting 
experience determine if they should be changed. 

In a summary of the day’s discussions, in which 
he declared that “pertinent and helpful sugges- 
tions” had been supplied and will be given “thor- 
ough and careful” study, MacDonald said it was 
also noticeable that some recommendations “had 
been made impulsively.” 


Wants More Help “From Industry” 


“I do not want anyone to leave,’ he warned, 
“feeling that because suggestions have been made 
they will be adopted,” immediately adding that he 
is looking for a “little more help” from industry 
generally in eliminating the hazards under discus- 
sion and particularly from “the foundry industry,” 
which is distinctly “hazardous.” 

The State Industrial Insurance Commission also 
has been engaged in a series of hearings on the 
subject, hearing testimony that a surcharge of 
rates applicable to silicosis appears certain because 
of the recently developed effects of it. The Insur- 
ance Commission also has been told an increase in 
rates will penalize or stifle small industries, with 
resultant unemployment. 


Preventives Discussed 


Both commissions heard testimony that wet 
treatment of sand and other materials on which 
there is drilling, grinding, chipping, polishing and 
buffing will be a solution to the dust hazard in 
some industries but not in others. Means of clear- 
ing dust by exhaust systems of various types, the 
use of respirators and masks and isolation of cer- 
tain operations won approval and objection, de- 
pending largely on the industries directly con- 
cerned and the experiences of employees in certain 
forms of industry and with certain companies. 

Numerous requests for exemptions from general 
rules were laid before the commission on the 
grounds that hazards of dust in certain quarrying 
operations, for instance, were lacking or totally 
different in connection with the handling of small 
gray iron castings. 

Union labor representatives engaged in mining 
requested that a longer time elapse between blast- 
ing inside mines and the resumption of other 
operations, contending dust and gases will not 
clear in less than three hours. Certain mine opera- 
tors objected on the ground that gas clearance 
varies with particular conditions in various mines. 

All recommendations made were taken under 
advisement, with a request that employers and 
employees alike supply written memorandums on 
changes desired in existing rules. 
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any further reduction in the number of C.C.C. 
camps. 
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Building Tradesmen 
Urge Housing Subsidy 


Agreement on a national housing program, to 
include federal subsidies to promote housing for 
low-income families, was reached in Washington 
last week by representatives of building trades 
labor and the Labor Housing Conference. 

The program also includes establishment of a 
permanent federal housing agency, enforcement 
of adequate construction standards and payment 
of prevailing rates of wages. 

The program was set forth in a declaration 
adopted by heads of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of the American Federation of Labor, 
spokesmen for building unions, and the Labor 
Housing Conference, represented by Miss Cath- 
erine Bauer, executive secretary. The declaration 
will form the basis of a campaign by more than 
sixty labor housing committees affiliated with the 
Labor Housing Conference. 

The statement of the union representatives said 
that despite the “rosy talk” about a building boom, 
the bureau of labor statistics shows that the na- 
tion has not even attained one-fifth of the average 
level of residential production of the 1920s. 

Building Unemployment High 

Since 1932, it was said, about two-thirds of the 
building trades workers have been unemployed. As 
“representatives of unemployed building workers 
and of millions of families unable to find decent 
quarters in which to bring up their children” the 
union spokesmen insisted on the following essen- 
tials of a building program: 

“First there must be a permanent federal hous- 
ing agency, with the responsibility, the power and 
the means to see that adequate low-rental housing 
is constructed. Thus far many local housing author- 
ities have been created, but these are powerless to 
act without a permanent federal policy and.a long- 
term, clear-cut federal program of assistance. 

“Next, there must be a clear-cut system of fed- 
eral subsidies. In general, families with incomes 
under $1200 to $1500 cannot be housed without 
some form of outright grant or subsidy. The only 
agency which can supply such grants today is the 
federal government. 


Local Co-operation Essential 


“Third, must be local initiative, co-operation and 
responsibility in housing construction and man- 
agement—wherever possible and feasible. But the 
federal housing agency will have to be empowered 
to construct demonstration projects wherever 
there is a proved need for housing and _ local 
authorities are unable or unwilling to act. 

“Finally, in return for financial aid the federal 
government must exact adequate standards in all 
publicly assisted housing projects. One of these 
basic standards is that prevailing wages must be 
paid all workers on housing projects. Another is 
that every project must meet certain definite 
standards of physical space and equipment and 
neighborhood planning and facilities. Rent levels 
and management must also be controlled by the 
housing agency.” 
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National Maritime Labor Council 
Organized to Develop Seamanship 


Action of great importance in promoting the 
welfare and efficiency of seamen was taken by 
the thirty-third convention of the International 
Seamen’s Union of America, recently held in 
Washington, says the International Labor News 
Service. 

Organization of a national council of marine 
workers, to be known as the National Maritime 
Labor Council, was held of first importance. The 
council was formed with the co-operation of the 
National Organization of Masters, Mates and 
Pilots of America and the National Marine Engi- 
neers’ Beneficial Association. 

The convention unanimously approved a report 
of a special committee which had been charged 
with the task of effecting co-ordinated action 
among seamen. The committee was headed by 
Paul Scharrenberg, editor of the “Seamen’s 
Journal.” 

———— ea 
Department Store Report Shows 
Returning Business Activity 

As an indication of returning business activity 
the annual report of Hale Bros.’ Stores, Inc., is 
significant. The report shows that for the year 
ended December 31, 1935, net earnings, after 
allowing for income tax, depreciation and proper 
reserves, amounted to $418,772, equivalent to 
$1.86 a share on the 225,000 shares of capital stock 
outstanding. This compares with net earnings of 
$186,890, or 83 cents a share, the previous year, 
and establishes a new high point for earnings 
since 1930, 

Earnings for a period of five years, after allow- 
ances for income tax returns, depreciation and 
proper reserves, were: 1931, $154,659; 1932, $58,- 
158; 1933, $193,711; 1934, $186,890; 1935, $418,772. 

Sales for 1935 totaled $14,997,601, against $13,- 
902,188 the previous year and $18,109,752 in 1931. 


Social Security Grants 


(Continued from Page One) 

under the terms of the Social Security Act, state 
public assistance plans must provide for cash pay- 
ments to needy aged persons, to dependent chil- 
dren living in their own homes, or the homes of 
relatives, and to the needy blind, in all parts of 
the state. A single state agency must administer 
the plan or supervise its administration, if the plan 
is directly administered by the counties. This state 
agency must grant the opportunity for an appeal 
from any decision of a county denying assistance 
to an applicant. 


Fellom’s Experience 
With Border Patrols 


A picture of “strong arm” methods being em- 
ployed at the border to keep indigents out of Cali- 
fornia was drawn by ex-Senator Roy Fellom, who 
was held up and questioned last week by a motley 
police army at Blythe, on the Arizona border, en 
route to San Francisco from Chicago. 

“There are two armies down there,” said Fellom 
to local newspaper men, “one on the California 
side and one on the Arizona side. They include 
state patrol officers, constables, deputy sheriffs, 
and I don’t know what. The different uniforms 
make the whole thing look like a comic opera. 

“The California group has advanced to the mid- 
dle of the bridge, because if any of the itinerants 
headed this way once get onto California soil the 
Arizona crowd won't let them return. So the mid- 
dle line of the bridge is guarded. 

“They asked me where I was going and if I 
owned the car. I had to show ownership papers. 
There was a hitch hiker riding with me. They 
pulled him out and gave him a third degree. He 
was broke and ragged, but he was a voter in Los 
Angeles county, going home. They let him through. 
Being a voter in Los Angeles is a passport along 
the border.” 

Fellom branded the police methods as “high- 
handed and unconstitutional.” 

“If every car that crosses the New York or IlIli- 
nois border was held up as I was at the California 
border,” he said, “there would be the biggest traf- 
fic jam in history.” 

According to Fellom, the Arizona and California 
“armies” glare at each other over the border and 
bandy men about like checkers. 

a Se 


Social Workers Resent Action 
Of Los Angeles on Transients 


The Northern California Chapter, American 
Association of Social Workers, is vigorously op- 
posing the policing of the entire state by Los 
Angeles officers in an attempt to bar transients, 
according to Miss Eugenie Schenk, San Francisco 
County welfare worker and president of the 
chapter. 

Miss Schenk said a resolution of protest was 
adopted at a meeting of seventy members of the 
organization at the Women’s City Club. She de- 
clared it was felt the problem of transients was 
national and should be solved by the federal gov- 
ernment rather than by police action. 
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The T.V.A. Decision 


By a vote of eight to one the United States 
Supreme Court has held constitutional the main 
principles of the T.V.A., one of the most impor- 
tant features of President Roosevelt’s “new deal.” 

Among the more important points determined 
by the decision were the following: 

(1) Stockholders of the Alabama Power Com- 
pany, who brought the test of T.V.A., were legally 
entitled to do so. 

(2) The government had full authority to build 
Wilson dam—keystone of T.V.A. 

(3) Congress-has undisputed power to order 
disposal of electricity developed at the dam. 

(4) The government acted legally in building or 
obtaining through purchase from private com- 
panies certain transmission lines to transport 
power to a wider market. 

(5) Arguments by T.V.A. foes that validation 
of the act would throw the government deeper 
into competition with private industry were 
brushed aside as irrelevant. 

(6) The Alabama Power Company has no con- 
stitutional right to demand that it be the sole 
purchaser of Wilson dam power. 

(7) The government has the same right to dis- 
pose of surplus power as it would have to dis- 
pose of copper, gold and minerals on public lands. 

(8) There is nothing in the Constitution that 
says the government can sell only part of the 


electrical energy developed at dams and must’ 


throw the rest away. 


However, the decision is not a complete victory 
for the administration. The court made it clear 
| that it was not passing at this time on the sale of 
electricity at other dams constructed or projected 
on the Tennessee River, and the question of the 
, constitutional right of the government to acquire 
or operate local or urban power distribution sys- 
tems was not involved in the decision. On the 
latter point the court said: 

“We express no opinion as to the validity of 
| such an effort, as to the status of any other dam 
or power development in the Tennessee Valley, 
whether connected with or apart from the Wilson 
| dam, or as to the validity of the Tennessee Valley 
' Authority act or of the claims made in the pro- 

nouncements and program of the authority apart 
from the questions we have discussed in relation 
. to the particular provisions of the contract of 
_ January 4, 1934, affecting the Alabama Power 
' Company.” 

is 

The French cabinet dissolved the royalist or- 
ganizations Action Francaise and Camelots Du 
Roi after Deputy Leon Blum, socialist leader, had 
been attacked and severely beaten in the streets. 


An Unconstitutional Proceeding 


The fantastic campaign being conducted by Los 
Angeles police at the state borders to prevent 
indigents from entering California is leading to 
complications for which those responsible should 
be brought to strict account. ; 

The people generally want to know on what 
authority police officers of one county can invade 
other counties and assume to determine who are 
and who are not entitled to enter the sacred pre- 
cincts of the Golden State. Under what law, state 
or federal, are these proceedings permitted? And 
why has not the administration at Washington put 
its foot down and brought to the bar of justice 
these violators of the constitutional rights of 
American citizens?- 

And while questions are being asked concerning 
these outrages, why is the daily press silent con- 
cerning the audacity of a municipality which, 
without warrant of law, assumes authority which 
is contrary to any interpretation of either state 
or federal constitution? 

During the early days of the depression, when 
hordes of indigents were entering the state, fleeing 
from the climatic conditions of the East, a howl 
went up to high heaven in protest against this 
dumping of indigents on California to become a 
charge on the taxpayers. The federal government, 
which during the Hoover regime had refused to 
regard the relief problem as a federal matter, saw 
the justice of the claims of California, Florida and 
other states that they had more than they could 
take care of in providing relief for residents, and 
poured millions of dollars into the state for relief, 
and this money is still coming in. 

After this tremendous load had been lifted from 
the shoulders of California taxpayers, it is absurd 
and impudent in the extreme for any California 
or other community to determine that the nation’s 
bounty shall be distributed only to local residents. 

What makes the Los Angeles gesture seem still 
more preposterous is the fact that southern Cali- 
fornia chambers of commerce and other booster 
organizations spent huge sums during a period of 
many years to inform the workers of the world 
that “life is easy” in California, with the. purpose 
of luring them here in the hope of further depress- 
ing wage levels. Their ‘chickens have come home 
to roost,” and now they resort to revolutionary 
and unconstitutional methods to save themselves 
from a situation which they themselves created. 

Justice, and even common sense, demands that 
these illegal and unwarranted activities of the Los 
Angeles officials at the border cease. 


a 


Guard American Heritage 
The following from the press bureau of the Na- 
tional Council for the Prevention of War should 
be of especial interest to workers. It calls atten- 
tion to proposed legislation which may imperil 
rights of which organized labor should be ex- 
tremely jealous: 


“Fascism has from time to time reared its ugly 
head even here in the United States. Fascistic 
legislation is now before the House of Represen- 
tatives in the guise of a ‘military disaffection’ bill 
proposed by Representative McCormack of Mas- 
sachusetts and Senator Tydings of Maryland, and 
has the indorsement of three members of the 
President’s cabinet and the United States Chamber 
of Commerce. 

“The Tydings-McCormack bill is a gag bill, 
tyrannical in_nature, thoroughly anti-labor and a 
violation of the Bill of Rights. It makes punish- 
able by fine and imprisonment any statement which 
might in any way be construed as urging a soldier 
or sailor to disobey any of his orders. Under a 
broad interpretation of this law, labor leaders and 
the labor press might easily find themselves in 
violation of this law by criticizing the use of the 
National Guard in strike situations. Liberals 


throughout the nation are rallying to defeat this 
bill. ; 

“The right to think, write, and print as one 
pleases has thus far been an American heritage. 
This heritage must be zealously guarded. It was 
legislation similar to this which brought Italy and 
Germany to their present low state.” 

——_— 


Canadian Labor Legislation 


The social security laws enacted by the last ses- 
sion of the Canadian Parliament have been tal:zen 
to the Canadian Supreme Court to be tested on 
constitutional grounds. 

The legislation challenged includes insurance 
against unemployment, maximum hours of labor, 
minimum wages and the weekly day of rest. 

The social justice laws are being considered on 
a new constitutional basis. Hitherto legislation on 
insurance and labor questions has been controlled 
by the provincial governments. But under the pro- 
visions of the Federal Constitution the Dominion 
Parliament has authority to enact legislation neces- 
sary for the performance of the obligations con- 
nected with external treaties. 

Canada signed the Versailles Peace Treaty, 
which established the League of Nations and the 
International Labor Organization. Acting under 
authority of the Versailles Treaty the Interna- 
tional Labor Organization has submitted various 
labor conventions to the governments of the sig- 
natory powers who are also members of the 
Eek O; 

The Canadian government contends that even 
though it may be trespassing on the traditional 
jurisdiction of the provinces in enacting labor and 
insurance legislation, it has complete authority to 
do so because of its membership in the Interna- 
iional Labor Organization, which obligates it to 
implement the labor conventions. The I. L. O. 
conventions, it holds, are in effect labor treaties. 

————_ @____——__ 


Navy Yard Construction Pays 

Labor executives are pleased over the point 
made by Senator Nye in hearings before the Sen- 
ate munitions committee. Senator Vandenberg 
appeared alarmed to learn that navy yard work- 
ers get 20 per cent higher pay than workers in 
private yards and a thirty-day leave which adds 
$550,000 more to the cost of a war vessel. 

A question from Senator Nye brought the expert 
admission that despite the leave and the higher pay 
the navy yards are building a comparable ship 
for nearly a million dollars less than the govern- 
ment pays the private yards. Evidently labor is 
on the right track when it advocates government 
construction of naval vessels and _ military 
equipment. 

— 


The Santa Rosa tar and feather outrage of last 
summer has developed some strange incidents, not 
the least of which is the filing of a suit for dam- 
ages against the victims for alleged injuries to 
their tormentors. Although the mob’s operations 
were conducted openly and its members are well 
known to the authorities, no arrests have been 
made in connection with the outrages. Some other 
explanation than that given by the attorney gen- 
eral of the state should be forthcoming. He says 
that “progress” is being made in the investiga- 
tion. Of what does that “progress” consist? Five 
months’ investigations should at least have devel- 
oped some warrants of arrest where the culprits 
are known to the whole community. 


o—___ 


My first wish is to see this plague to mankind 
(war) banished from the earth and the sons and 
daughters of this world employed in more pleas- 
ing and innocent amusements than in - preparing 
implements and exercising them for the destruc- 
tion of mankind—George Washington. 
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How to Grow High Wages 


By N. D. ALPER 
More of the Miracle Tax 


The “social miracle tax” is a tax on the value of 
land, in proportion to its value, so that the pub- 
licly created land-rent is transferred to the gov- 
ernment pocketbook, where it can be spent for the 
benefit of the public who creates it. 

One distinction must be made. There is some 
land that has no value for use, or has very little 
value. People who used this land would pay no 
taxes. Only land having value is taxed. If people 
are willing to pay-a purchase price or are willing 
to give up shares of what they produce for the use 
of land you can be certain it has a value for tax 
purposes, 

In all proposals to tax land values there is a 
proposition to tax idle or poorly used lands at the 
same rate as well-developed lands are taxed. There 
are millions of acres of valuable idle land in the 
United States; there are thousands of sites rich in 
natural timber, oils, minerals; there are thousands 
of lots in the heart of big cities and towns held 
out of use by speculators who are lying in wait 
for the industrious so that they may charge a 
price for its use either as an annual rental lease 
charge or as a purchase price. In cities one-story 
shacks, slums, dining-car restaurants and parking 
lots are found next to the finest office buildings. 
These are the best signs of the lockout of man 
from land by social mistakes. 

In all serious proposals to increase taxes on 
land values there is joined with it a proposal to 
untax the products of labor. Thus there would be 
no taxes on buildings, orchards, drains in the 
ground, machinery, crops, stock, goods in the fac- 
tories and warehouses, stores and shops, personal 
belongings in the home, automobiles, trucks, etc. 
Thus the taxes saved by those who use their land 
will offset or cancel the increase of taxes on the 
land. It is here that the shoe pinches the land 
speculator. As speculators they do not intend to 
improve, and having employed no labor in making 
improvements and in creating wealth they do not 
benefit by the exemptions, but they are hit hard 
by the increased taxes on their lands. They cannot 
pass the tax on to others. Consequently the intel- 
ligent use of the principles of land-value taxation 
means the death of heartless land speculation, the 
curing of a curse and a cancer in the heart of 
democracy. 

It is easy to see why taxes on idle land cannot 
be passed on. The owner must pay such taxes out 
of his own pocket. Supposing two lots are of the 
value of $100,000 and the tax on each, we will say, 
was $5000. If the tenant of a one-story building 
was a clothier and the owner tried to raise his rent 
to cover the tax the owner would be forced out of 
business. A competitor having the ground floor of 
a five-story building on the other lot, where five 
tenants absorbed the $5000 tax, could and would 
undersell him. Even the well-improved properties 
could not pass on the tax. In the first place they 
would not need to since their total taxes are not 
increased due to the exemptions enjoyed on the 
building and what is in it. In the second place 
buildings would soon be erected on lower-priced 
lands given up by speculators and these buildings 
would offer space for less rent. 

It must be remembered that increasing the taxes 
does not make more people pass a given corner. 
The owner now collects all he can and increasing 
taxes on land value make the location no better. 
But idle land is so taxed that owners become dis- 
couraged of unearned gain and sell it for what 
they can get. No one will have to pay higher rents 
because of a tax that is at the same time forcing 
idle lands into use at a lower selling price. 

Professor Thompson in his “Elementary Eco- 
nomics” says: “It is generally held, however, that 
land taxes cannot be shifted; that is, the owner of 
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a piece of land must bear the tax assessed against 
it.” John Stuart Mill, in his “Principles of Politi- 
cal Economy,” says: “A tax on rent, therefore, has 
no effect other than the obvious one; it merely 
takes so much from the landlord and transfers it 
to the state.” Thus, the “miracle tax” is in reality 
no tax at all. It is merely a transfer for public use 
of publicly created rent. The owner exchanges 
wealth as taxes for permission to use valuable land 
and so pays not as a tax, but in proportion to what 
he receives as an exchange. 
(Copyright, 1936, by N. D. Alper) 


Next Week: “How Wealth Concentrates.” 
————————@o__ _ 
MINED GOLD AND “TRINKETS” 


The United States assay office in Seattle received 
approximately $17,750,000 worth of gold last year, 
$14,000,000 of which came from Alaska mines. The 
balance came from the mines in Washington, Ore- 
gon, Idaho and Montana and from the “trinkets,” 


Newspaper Guild 


Arbitrary return of the six-day week to the edi- 
torial departments of William Randolph Hearst’s 
San Francisco “Examiner” and “Call-Bulletin” has 
spurred the Northern California Newspaper Guild 
to renewed efforts for collective bargaining with 
the publishers of these two. most persistent foes 
of the newspaper men’s union. 

Thus far the publishers have ignored all re- 
quests of the Guild for a meeting to discuss the 
issue, but the organization is determined to con- 
tinue the fight for negotiations. 

Reversion to the pre-N.R.A. work schedule 
without a resultant increase in pay came without 
explanation. It nullified the results of a campaign 
the Guild conducted last December to win back 
the five-day week on the “Examiner” and its re- 
tention on the “Call-Bulletin.” At that time both 
papers resumed the five-day work schedule after 
more than a score of Bay region labor unions had 
mailed resolutions to the publishers protesting the 
long work week. 

Guild officers attribute the sudden change of 
policy by the Hearst executives to a desire to 
smash the growing union sentiment among news- 
paper workers. 

The Northern California Newspaper Guild has 
been beset by opposition from the publishers ever 
since its inception, two years ago. Guild activity 
has resulted in frequent dismissals from the staffs 
of both the “Examiner” and the “Call-Bulletin.” 
One such dismissal, that of Dean Jennings, “Call- 
Bulletin” reporter, brought nation-wide promi- 
nence as a test of Section 7-A of N.R.A. The 
Guild pushed the fight to Washington and the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board ruled that the “Call- 
Bulletin” had violated Section 7-a in firing Jen- 
ings. But the reactionary American Publishers’ 
Association brought pressure to bear and the Guild 
victory was nullified. 

Since the depression began the editorial work- 
ers on the two Hearst papers have suffered three 
10 per cent reductions in pay without a restora- 
tion. The six-day week amounts to a fourth wage 
slash, 

Despite intimidation and threats from the em- 
ployers the Guild continued to strive for 100 per 
cent membership among Bay area newspaper men. 
Last fall the American Newspaper Guild, parent 
organization, conducted a nation-wide plebiscite 
on the question of affiliation with the American 
Federation of Labor. The Northern California 
Guild voted nearly six to one for affiliation. Due 
to a convention rule requiring two-thirds majority, 
affiliation failed nationally by a handful of votes. 
However, Guild leaders freely predict the Guild 
will affiliate with the rest of the American labor 
movement at the national convention in June. 


Stimulating Fear of War 


LL.N.S. 

Inflammatory speeches such as that of Senator 
Key Pittman on Japanese foreign policy dono 
good and are likely to do harm. They increase 
unfriendly feelings between nations and please ad- 
vocates of increased armaments, who at once 
seized on the Pittman speech as justifying their 
demand for increased army and navy appropria- 
tions. 

As commentators have pointed out, speeches of 
the Pittman brand inevitably tend to speeding up 
of the international armament race. They give the 
military party in Japan exactly the kind of talking 
point they want to urge increased military expen- 
ditures and declaim on the “American peril.” This, 
of course, plays right into the hands of American 
“big army and navy” men, who at once lose no 
time in demanding that even greater burdens be 
laid upon American taxpayers for the support of 
army and navy increases. 

The net result of Senator Pittman’s harangue (it 
was little more than that), which was echoed by 
Senator J. “Ham” Lewis and others, is to intensify 
world tension and add to the difficulty of preserv- 
ing peace. 

* * * 4 

A new pamphlet on the Far Eastern situation by 
Florence Brewer Boeckel, writer on international 
relations, decries talk of war between the United 
States and Japan, saying: 

“Such a war, by official estimate, would cost 
forty billion dollars. The world depression which 
would follow a contest between the East and West 
would make the aftermath of the world war look— 
if there were anyone left to look at anything— 
like a period of prosperity.” 

Mrs. Boeckel charges that interests which profit 
by building up war scares are now stimulating fear 
of war in the Pacific and are trying to develop the 
idea that it is “inevitable.” On the contrary, an 
attack by the Japanese on the shores of America 
is recognized by naval officials as impossible, she 
says. It would require a navy at least twice as 
large as that of the United States. Japan’s finances 
have been taxed by her expeditions in Manchuria. 
For her to finance now a war against America is 
out of the question, Mrs. Boeckel contends. More- 
Over, a war across the Pacific would mean for 
Japan opening the way for attack on her by 
Russia. 

eo ee 

As for the United States attacking Japan, there 
is no excuse for that, either, the writer argues. It 
is said that the war would be fought to save 
America’s trade with China. This trade amounted 
in 1934 to about $69,000,000. Our trade with Japan 
in that fear was more than three times as much, 
$210,000,000. The need is for trade agreements of 
mutual benefit to both countries and recognition of 
a common interest in peace, Mrs. Boeckel says. 

ee 

JOB INSURANCE LAW CHALLENGED 

The first definite step to wipe out the New York 
unemployment insurance law from the statute 
books was taken at Albany when Associated 
Industries of New York State, Inc., filed suit with 
the Albany county clerk to restrain the State Tax 
Commission and other state officials from collect- 
ing the unemployment insurance tax which the 
act levies against payrolls. A similar suit was filed 
by the W. H. H. Chamberlain Company of 
Syracuse. 


ee 
THE CHILDREN’S BIRTHRIGHT 
The crying task of every human race 
Is to so plan their children’s earthly way 
That opportunity and work and play 
Are as the air of heaven, a commonplace 
Granted by right of birth and not by act of grace. 
—Eden Phillpotts. 


it 
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Milliners Win Strike 


In a demonstration of solidarity which con- 
firmed the complete control which the Millinery 
Workers’ Union of New York City have in the 


millinery industry, and aiso.the devotion which. 


the membership has towards the organization, 
close to 20,000 millinery workers brought to a 
complete and speedy conclusion a general strike 
ordered by the union to compel employers to sub- 
mit to a more effective enforcement of the agree- 
ment between the manufacturers and the union. 

Four hours after the inauguration of the strike 
brought the industry to a standstill the Eastern 
Women’s Headwear Association, an employers’ 
association having as its members 400 of the 800 
manufacturers operating in the metropolis, an- 
nounced that it would sign a new collective agree- 
ment, succeeding the one which expired on Janu- 
ary 31, and containing provisions which the union 
insisted were necessary to insure the observance 
of the agreement, the elimination of sub-standard 
conditions which were found to exist in some 
parts of the industry, and the setting up of ma- 
chinery that would undertake the rehabilitation 
of the industry. 

‘rhe National Association of Ladies’ Hatters, an 
employers’ group having about 150 members, and 
about 250 manufacturers unaffiliated with either 
association, with their plants completely deserted 
at a time when the season was about to begin, 
also signified their willingness to adopt the terms 
which the union announced it would require all 
manufacturers to accept. 

ee 


Skilled Labor Shortage Denied 
By A. F. of L. Executive Council 


The report emanating from a conference of 700 
industrial executives in Chicago sponsored by the 
American Management Association that business 
is confronted with an acute shortage of skilled 
labor brought forth a prompt and emphatic denial 
from officials of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

It was claimed at the Chicago meeting that 
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although hundreds of technical jobs are opening 
trained men can not be found to fill them, with 
the shortage most apparent in the automobile and 
machine trades. Spokesmen for the A. F. of L. 
declared that where such reports had been traced 
to their source “they were proved to be either 
without foundation or due to discrimination against 
union members.” 

It was pointed out that in a recent survey of 
the skilled labor situation following a_ similar 
charge the executive council of the American 
Federation of Labor said: 

“Our investigation indicates (1) that there is 
no shortage of skilled workers if employers are 
willing to employ union mechanics; (2) that the 
claimed shortage of skilled workers is due to 
discrimination against union members and is used 
as an excuse for lengthening hours or undercut- 
ting union rates of pay; (3) that instability of 
employment often forces skilled mechanics to 
seek work in other occupations, and (4) that an 
adequate employment service would help to make 
contact between the employer seeking skilled 
men and the employee equipped to do the job.” 

a a tee) or 


TEXTILE WORKERS OUT 

Pickets patrolled the entrances of the Lincoln 
cotton mill, the largest textile plant in Huntsville, 
Ala., following a walkout of approximately 1600 
workers. The plant is operated by a Boston firm 
headed by C. W. McDuffey. Union: leaders an- 
nounced they were asking a written contract guar- 
anteeing, among other things, continuance of 
N.R.A. code wages and hours, recognition of the 
United Textile Workers of America and a union 
shop. About 95 per cent of the workers in the 
mill are union members, U. T. W. A. leaders said. 
Since the invalidation of the N.R.A., they said, 
work has continued under a verbal agreement 
similar to that under the N.R.A. 


ee eee 
UNEMPLOYMENT CENSUS URGED 

A national census of unemployment was urged 
by Senator Lonergan in a letter to President 
Roosevelt. Lonergan said he had been informed 
an accurate census could be taken in six months 
and that the statistics would aid future relief and 
recovery legislation. 


Announcing 


the opening of a complete 


REAL ESTATE LOAN DEPARTMENT 
at the 


MISSION BRANCH 
MISSION AND TWENTY-FIRST STREETS 


for the convenience of the 


bank's customers in the Mission District 


We invite inquiries concerning the 
financing of homes under the new 
low cost Federal Housing Loan Plan. 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BANK 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Friday, February 21, 1936 


Course in Economics 


A ten weeks’ course in fundamental economics, 
open to union men and women, will commence at 
Carpenters’ Hall, 112 Valencia street, Wednesday 
evening, February 26, at 7:45. Current social and 
economic problems will be open for discussion. 
The only expense will be $1 for a copy of the text 
book, Henry George’s “Progress and Poverty.” If 
you own a copy, it may be used. 


Accepted by many of our eminent economists as 
a solution for our social problems, George’s eco- 
nomics are definitely in sympathy with the cause 
of labor. As labor candidate for mayor of New 
York, George received more votes than did Theo- 
dore Roosevelt, who ran third in a three-cornered 
race. 


In Denmark a labor-controlled government has 
succeeded in putting the principles developed so 
clearly by Henry George into operation. This re- 
sulted, as is pointed out by Tom W. Cheek, presi- 
dent of the Oklahoma Farmers’ Union, in 93 per 
cent of the Danish farmers becoming homeowners, 
whereas 77 per cent of the Oklahoma farmers are 
tenants. 


The class is conducted by the question and dis- 
cussion method. Each member is given the next 
week’s set of questions at the end of the period, 
which gives the page number in “Progress and 
Poverty” where the answers to the questions can 
be found. There are no examinations and no 
grades. 


Chartered by the board of regents of New York 
University, the Henry George School of Social 
Science is strictly an educational institution. In 
the last fall term there were 1500 enrollments in 
fifty-one cities of the United States. 


Competent instructors will be in charge of the 
class. For further information, or to enroll, call 
Dewey Meade, Market 0492; George Kidwell, 
Hemlock 1461, or N. D. Alper, Hemlock 4780. Or 
call at 112 Valencia street. 


Right to Injunction Against 
“Outlaw” Mine Union Defended 


The United Electric Coal Companies, operators 
of mines in Illinois, defended in Supreme Court 
their right to an injunction against the Progres- 
sive Mine Workers’ Union, an “outlaw” body, in 
controversy at the company’s Freeburg mine. 

The company sued in Federal District Court 
alleging that it was losing money because of “un- 
lawful and violent acts” by the Progressive Mine 
Workers. 

The District Court refused an injunction on the 
grounds that the case involved a labor dispute 
and was forbidden under the Norris-LaGuardia 
act. ‘ 

The Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals held an 
injunction should have been granted. In a brief 
filed by the company it was argued that the dis- 
pute was not between the company, which has a 
contract with the United Mine Workers, but be- 
tween the United Mine Workers and the Pro- 
gressives. 
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New Orleans Strike 


y ROBERT C. FRANC 
Ph. D. Labor Economics, University of California 

Some time has elapsed since my last article 
about the longshoremen’s strike in New Orleans 
appeared in the Labor Clarion. The reason is that 
I had hoped that a definite settlement would be 
made long before now; instead the strike is still 
technically in effect and its end not in view as yet. 
Mr. McGrady has been down here several times 
but has accomplished little in the way of adjust- 
ment. 


A matter to which I have before referred, in the 
Labor Clarion of November 8, 1935, i. e., that the 
two local organizations have a grudge against 
Joseph P. Ryan because he accepted initiation fees 
from them as locals of the I. L. A. and later 
repudiated his action, further complicates the sit- 
uation. 


Since McGrady’s failure Walter Mathewson, 
also for the Department of Labor, has been in 
New Orleans, but likewise he brought about no 
tangible results. The committee appointed by Sec- 
retary Perkins gave up the task of settling the dis- 
pute in New Orleans as being beyond its ability. 


The International Longshoremen’s Association 
continues to maintain pickets along the river front. 
It has, however, succeeded in obtaining contracts 
from two of the lines. The bulk of the work, 
nevertheless, is being done by the members of the 
local organizations, from 700 to 1500 of their men 
being employed daily. 

Work continues quietly, the only indications to 
the average person that the strike still exists being 
the appearance of an occasional picket or an an- 
nouncement in the daily papers that so many ships 
have been worked and have sailed on schedule 
since the beginning of the strike on October 1 of 
last year. 

The issue which is most alive, and really the 
only one of importance at present, is Shall the in- 
dependents absorb the two International Long- 
shoremen’s Association’s locals? or shall the white 
local take in the members of the white independent 
and the colored local take in the members of the 
colored independent organization? 

The leaders of the independents say that their 
organizations are financially sound and have con- 
tracts with the Steamship Association, while the 
heads of the International Longshoremen’s Asso- 


ciation locals say that they are the real labor or-, 


ganizations and that the others should go into their 
union, Yet very little headway is being made. I 
am more than ever convinced that the whole thing 
is going to cease to exist quietly. Work will go on 
as it is being done now, unless the impetus comes 
from elsewhere. There is no such thing as a labor 
movement here. How could there be when people 
can have their wages cut from 20 cents to 6 cents 
an hour, as was done in one case as soon as the 
N.R.A. was declared unconstitutional? In fact, 
with the abundance of cheap labor, it is surprising 
that the longshoremen have been able to do as 
well as they have done. 

It is regrettable, however, that Ryan has per- 
mitted things to assume such a grave state. New 


—————— 
BESESBB RBZ RBBB RB RBBB ES 


: $ ) | 00 WEEK 


WILL KEEP YOU WELL DRESSED 
That’s what made me famous 


NATELEVY 


UNION TAILOR 
Phone GArfield 0662 
mw 942 Market St. - at Mason - 4th Floor 
SEBS SRBRS SCP RB SBE BBB 


LABOR CLARION 


Orleans is by far the most important port on the 
Gulf. It would have been wiser to make a few 
concessions to the groups in power on the New 
Orleans river front and by so doing have them 
within the ranks of the I. L. A. The contrary 
action has resulted in men who were once active 
in behalf of the International Longshoremen’s As- 
sociation becoming Ryan’s bitter enemies. With 
New Orleans under control of the I. L. A., it 
would be much easier to control all of the Gulf 
ports. It should also be mentioned in passing that 
labor conditions have not been improved in the 
least. Work is carried on at a breakneck pace and 
fatal accidents frequently occur. 

The strike in the Gulf ports is just one of a 
series of events that indicate the occurrence of a 
vital shake-up within the American labor move- 
ment. The A. F. of L. has never before been 
faced with such an upheaval within its ranks. We 
must beware of taking hasty and perhaps false 
steps. 

New Orleans, La., Feb. 11, 1936. 


—————__@_______ 


Fight for Freedom to Teach 
Rising Generation to Think 


Financial and legal assistance has been pledged 
by the Progressive Education Association to teach- 
ers who may be dismissed because of their politi- 
cal, economic or social beliefs. The association 
promised the aid through its newly formed Com- 
mission on Educational Freedom, according to a 
New York dispatch. 

“Duty to country and professional honor de- 
mand that we fight to preserve our freedom of 
teaching and to protect our fellows against perse- 
cution,” said Dr. William H. Kilpatrick, professor 
of education at Teachers’ Colege, Columbia Uni- 
versity. 

“In the new commission we have a powerful 
instrument for this service. 

“The years just ahead will challenge American 
education beyond anything hitherto known. We 
who teach must help the rising generation to 
higher standards of thinking. To this end we must 
be free ‘to present, to investigate and to criticize 
any position in regard to the social order.’ ” 


Will French Resigns 


Stating that it was his intention to leave San 
Francisco for a few months later in the year, 
and to do that it would be necessary to discon- 
nect himself with the Works Progress Adminis- 
tration, Will J. French, director of labor manage- 
ment of that government relief activity, submitted 
his resignation to Frank Y. McLaughlin, admin- 
istrator, on January 24 last. 

In his letter to the administrator Mr. French 
said: 

“Inasmuch as a reorganization is under way at 
this time, I feel that it would be best to present 
my resignation now, to become effective at the 
end of this month. This will enable selections for 
the staff to be made on a surer basis, so far as 
labor administration is concerned.” 

Mr. McLaughlin, urging the director to retain 
his position until the close of the fiscal year, 
June 30, 1936, said: 

“It has been a pleasure to work with a gentle- 
man of your character and ability, and I feel that 
the friendship that has sprung up between us over 
a period of the last six months will be a perma- 
nent one.” g 

‘Mr. French left the P.W.A. on February 15. 
His plans for the future have not been divulged. 
As former president of the San Francisco Labor 
Council and of Typographical Union No. 21, he 
has hosts of friends in the labor movement of 
San Francisco who will wish him well in what- 
ever line of endeavor he may follow. 

See 
OPPOSES SIGN RESTRICTIONS 

The San Francisco Building Trades Council has 
adopted resolutions protesting against “the pas- 
sage by the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco of any legislation that 
has for its object the absolute prohibition or the 
unreasonable and improper restriction of the erec- 
tion and maintenance of signs on privately owned 
property within the vicinity of the San Francisco 
approach to the San Francisco-Oakland bridge 
now in the course of construction.” 
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CHEAP CLEANING IS EXPENSIVE 


Be not deceived by cheap cleaning. Protect the health of your family by 
patronizing a plant where all your clothes and household goods, including 
rugs, are handled under the most sanitary conditions, where your clothing 
stays clean and pressed longer and save them from wear. 
Cleaning with us is an art. 
High Quality Cleaning and Finishing at 
Moderate Prices — You Will Be Surprised 
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Run o’ the Hook 


(This department is conducted by the president of 
San Francisco Typoxrnphicnt Union No. 21) 


With reports of important special committees 
and indorsement of candidates. for International 
Typographical Union office featuring the meeting, 
there was an attendance quite representative of its 
membership of more than 1500 present at the Feb- 
ruary meeting of San Francisco Typographical 
Union, held last Sunday in the Labor Temple. The 
meeting was opened at 1:05 p. m. with all officers 
answering the roll call... . The membership state- 
ment showed an enrollment of 1516, 23 more than 
were reported the month previous and the highest 
number attained in many months. ... The monthly 
financial statement of the secretary-treasurer and 
the report of the auditing committee were adopted. 
. . . Propositions for membership from Peter E. 
Golfer, Frank W. Pritchard and Raymond B. 
Samaniego were given their first presentation and 
referred to the proper committee for investigation 
and reports to the March meeting of the union. ... 
Ratings recommended for the dozen apprentices 
examined by the apprentice committee at its Feb- 
ruary class meeting were concurred in.... R. H. 
Blackford, R. W. Eliott and B. W. Johnck were 
initiated as apprentice members. ... Theodore A. 
Brown was obligated, instructed and admitted to 
membership as a journeyman. . . . The executive 
committee presented a number of proposed amend- 
ments to the local laws, necessitated by adoption 
of the report of the committee on conservation of 
time in the conduct of meetings at the January ses- 
sion of the union. The executive committee re- 
ported having addressed Congressional Represen- 
tatives Florence P. Kahn and Richard J. Welch 
urging their support of the Walsh bill (S. 3055), a 
measure which, if adopted, would provide that all 
persons who sell to the United States government 
or who enter into contractual relations with it shall 
conform to the conditions contained in certain 
specifications, the purpose of which will be to 
maintain fair labor standards in connection with 
purchases, loans or grants where federal funds are 
involved, directly or indirectly. This bill has the 
indorsement of the American Federation of Labor. 
Congressman Welch’s reply to the union’s request 
was: “You may be sure that this legislation will 


receive my earnest attention and support when it 
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comes before the House for consideration.” .. . 
Nomination of candidates for International Typo- 
graphical Union offices, made a special order of 
business at 2:15 p. m., resulted in the indorsement 
of the entire Progressive ticket. George Brady, 
J. W. Chaudet, R. J. Donovan, E. A. Eickworth, 
R. A. Harvie, J. J. Hebner, William Kay, Jr., 
-F. J. McCarthy, Arthur Nelson, E. J. Scheneck, 
G. A. Sheridan, John Sullivan and D. Zari tabu- 
lated the ballot. ...C. Vojkovich, recent graduate 
of the I. T. U. course of lessons in printing, was 
awarded his diploma, congratulated on the high 
average he had attained and applauded after the 
presentation. ... A detailed report of the meeting 
in the Labor Temple on February 9, where and 
when the Billings and Mooney cases were reviewed 
and their present status considered, was presented 
by the union’s delegates to that conference. ... The 
scale committee reported comprehensively on its 
negotiations with the Newspaper Publishers’ As- 
sociation. The single recommendation in the re- 
port was adopted unanimously. ... Charles Craw- 
ford, chairman of the “Chronicle” chapel and 
newly elected member of the executive committee 
of the Labor Council, gave the principal “label 
talk” of the meeting. ... The usual bulk of com- 
munications were considered and disposed of as 
per recommendation of the executive committee. 
. .. One application for the old age pension was 
approved. . . . The executive committee was in- 
structed to prepare and submit to a referendum 
vote of the membership of the union a proposition 
for a 1 per cent assessment for the purpose of re- 
plenishing the reserve fund, the assessment, if 
adopted, to continue one year. (Watch for the date 
of the special election) . Charles H. Parker, 
a veteran member of the union who rarely misses 
a meeting, was given a vociferous cheer and a 
hearty hand when the chairman of the meeting 
announced he had attained the eighty-fourth anni- 
versary of his birth. Mr. Parker accepted the com- 
pliment and congratulations with a bow as grace- 
ful as any that could have been executed by a 16- 


year-old lad. . . . Meeting adjourned at 5:06 p. m. 
Candidates for the office of president of the 
International Typographical Union have been 


indorsed by the following number of subordinate 
unions: Charles P. Howard, 185; John J. Hart, 22; 
Arthur C. Maune, 5; Hugh B. McGann, 43. The 
figures (unofficial) are as of Saturday, February 
15. All candidates on the Progressive ticket are 
leading in the indorsements. 


Paul Faulconer of the ‘Examiner’ chapel is re- 
ported to be recovering from lobar pneumonia. He 
is being treated at Veterans’ Administration Facil- 
ity, Fort Miley. 

Typographical Union No. 21 is in receipt of a 
letter from Raymond J. Collins, former member 
of the “Call-Bulletin’ chapel and now general 
manager of the ‘Allied Review” of Philadelphia, 
in which his thanks are expressed for the support 
given by San Francisco Union to the Philadelphia 
Allied Printing Trades in their campaign against 
the Curtis Publishing Company, publishers of the 
“Saturday Evening Post,” “Ladies’ Home Jour- 
nal” and “Country Gentleman.” Mr. Collins says: 
“We can truthfully say it (the fight) has borne 
real fruit.” While some fruit has been borne, hos- 
tilities have in no sense ceased. We on the Western 
Front propose to carry on until the victory is com- 
pletely won. And with the continued help of all of 
organized labor capitulation of the Curtis Company 
must be made shortly. 

The classes in English and public speaking being 
held at union headquarters Tuesday and Wednes- 
day of each week are attracting many new stu- 
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dents. So far, a majority of the students are jour- 
neyman members of the union. The organizers of 
the classes feel that more printers’ apprentices 
should avail themselves of this excellent.opportun- 
ity for training and advancement in the above sub- 
jects, which are so vital to their calling and gen- 
eral education. 

The Pacific Label Company, 1150 Folsom street, 
printers of drug labels, etc., once union but now 
operating on a non-union basis throughout its me- 
chanical departments, now occupies an unenviable 
spot in the “We Don’t Patronize List” of the San 
Francisco Labor Council. Prevalence of the “flu” 
has necessitated and is necessitating daily visits to 
a drug store. If and when you get the ear of your 
druggist, neighborhood or otherwise, ask him who 
does his label printing. If it should happen to be 
the Pacific Label Company, tell him of the change 
of attitude of that concern. The chances are odds 
on that the druggist will act accordingly, and that 
later on the Pacific Label will do likewise—and 
re-unionize its printing plant. 

Frank Adams, Union Printers’ Home resident, 
flew through San Francisco this week, mega- 
phoned “Hello!” to a group of his old pals assem- 
bled in the recreation room at union headquarters, 
and proceeded to Santa Anita, where he will wit- 
ness the big handicap race tomorrow. Those who 
caught a glimpse of him said he looked fine. 

aS ee 
INJUNCTION DENIED 

Chancery Court Judge L. D. Bejach at Mem- 
phis, Tenn., on January 11 refused to grant a tem- 
porary order which in effect would have restrained 
picketing by more than 150 clerks and managers 
of seventy-seven chain grocery stores operated by 
the Kroger Grocery and Baking Company. 

—— @&___—_ 
DEATHS IN UNION RANKS 

The following members of local unions have 
passed to the great beyond since last reports: 
George Leonard Gerard, member of Pharmacists’ 
Union No. 838; Harold A. Lane, Post Office 
Clerks’ Union; Addison William Vorrath, Retail 
Delivery Drivers’ Union; Christopher J. Ryan, 
Brotherhood of Teamsters No. 85; Roy Sandusky, 
Auto Mechanics’ Union No. 1305. 

————_ @___—_ 
CONVENTION CALL 

The National Women’s Trade Union League 
of America has issued a call to its members, affili- 
ated leagues and national committees, all affiliaited 
trade unions and state federations and all affili- 
ated women’s auxiliaries to trade unions to send 
delegates to its twelfth convention (second de- 
ferred triennial), to be held in Washington, D. C., 
‘May 4 to 9, 1936. 


> 
REGULATING SPEED OF AUTOS 

Automatic governors to limit the speed of auto- 
mobiles, long talked about, are beginning to be 
used. All new cars of the New York City depart- 
ment of sanitation are to be equipped with gov- 
ernors permitting them to be driven at no more 
than twenty-five miles an hour. The installation 
of the device is expected to promote safety and 
lengthen the life of the vehicles. A governor has 
recently been installed on the car of a New Jer- 
sey resident, as a condition of restoring to him 
his driving permit, revoked for speeding. 


a 
Massachusetts School Teachers 
Ask Compulsory Oath Act Repeal 


Repeal of the controversial teacher’s oath act 
is sought by the Massachusetts Council of Teach- 
ers’ Unions of the American Federation of Labor. 

The bill asks for the outright repeal of the oath 
act, under which 40,000 public and private school 
teachers in Massachusetts must swear allegiance 
to the state and national constitutions. Since the 
Legislature enacted the law after bitter debate in 
the last. session, all but a few have taken the oaths. 
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Mailer Notes 


By LEROY C. SMITH 


The February meeting was well attended. It 
was also the eighth anniversary of No. 18’s seces- 
sion from the M. T. D. U. The executive com- 
mittee, also delegates to Allied Trades, made 
interesting reports, denoting progress. Scale com- 
mittee proposed levying of an assessment, to be- 
gin with April earnings, to assist in financing arbi- 
tration of wage scale. Proposition goes to refer- 
endum at March union meeting. The following 
nominations were made for local offices and 
delegates: 

President, Dominic Del Carlo; vice-president, 
Joseph Bailey; secretary-treasurer, Alfred F. 
O’Neil and George Murray; executive committee 
(two to be elected), C. Friberg, Ray Gaskill, 
Henry Grauli, Ray Roebeling and Nick Spang; 
Labor Council, Joseph Stocker and Harold I. 
Christie; Allied Printing Trades Council, Harold 
I. Christie, Edward Hoertkorn and Joseph Bailey; 
Label Section, Al Pagano and Harold I. Christie; 
auditing committee, Homer (“Cy”) Huddelson and 
Fred Schroth; sergeant-at-arms, Fred Schroth; 
delegate to I. T. U. convention, Vice-President 
Joseph Bailey. Further nominations for local 
officers will be made at the March union meeting. 

All Progressive candidates for I. T. U. officers 
were indorsed, the vote being: President—Hart, 
J. J.. 1; Howard, C. P., 42; McGann, H. B., 2; 
Maune, A. C., 1. First vice-president—Baker, 
C. M,. 33; Laffin, C. T., 13. Second vice-president 
—Barrett, F. G., 40; Berger, H., 2; Gethins, T. J., 
2; McConnell, W. P., 0. Secretary-treasurer— 
Desper, C. J., 3; Randolph, W., 42. The balance 
of the Progressive candidates were indorsed in 
about above ratio. If ratio of indorsements from 
241 local unions continues to be maintained, indi- 
cations point to all Progressive candidates for 
I. T. U. offices being indorsed by a three and four 
to one vote. 

The executive committee reports having signed 
a contract with the University of San Francisco 
Press. 

The union voted Ed Karbusiscky the privilege 
of operating a mailing bureau. 

Four out of five unions voted unanimously to 
increase dues to Allied Printing Trades Council 
so as to place Secretary Harold I. (“Doc”) Chris- 
tie on five-day week instead of part-time basis 
as business representative of that body. 

The writer was in error in reporting No. 18, at 
its January meeting, having voted unanimously 
in favor of increase in dues to the Allied for 
above mentioned purpose, and regrets to report 
two members having voted against the proposi- 
tion. The experience of No. 18 has been one of 
having derived much benefit for the members of 
No. 18, as well as have the members of other 
unions, for dues paid to the Allied Printing Trades 
Council. Through No. 18’s affiliation with the 
Allied Printing Trades Council members have 
been and are securing work in the job field that 
they would not be enabled to secure otherwise. 
And another thing is certain, and that is, No. 18, 
during the past thirty years or more of its exist- 
ence, has found beyond all doubt that dues paid 
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into the Allied Printing Trades Council of this city 
has returned more dividends to No. 18 members 
than all the dues they paid into that now moribund 
organization, the M. T. D. U. 

Five months have elapsed during which time 
the secretary-treasurer of the M. T. D. U. has 
failed to publish a financial statement in the 
“Typographical Journal”—probably just a little 
“oversight” on the part of the secretary-treasurer 
and president of that organization. The 1935 con- 
vention of the M. T. D. U. instructed its executive 
council to draw up a form of charter and proceed 
to organize and charter mailer unions. It may 
be that the responsibility attached to that job 
caused the secretary-treasurer and president to 
“forget” all about a little matter like publishing 
financial statement in the “Typographical Jour- 
nal.” No report has been given out relative to 
the proposed charter as yet. A report concerning 
same may be made by those officers at the M. T. 
D. U. convention in September, 1936. A report or 
an alibi yearly in an attempt to comply with or 
“duck the issue” may possibly be a “new” and 
“better way” to transact the affairs of the M. T. 
D. U. And they have tried many and also peculiar 
ways, too. But then, what does a year mean to 
those officers in making reports which should 
be made oftener, so long as they continue to 
draw their salaries and other expenses from an 
apparently “asleep at the switch” or complacent 
dues-paying membership? 


SS 


MINI APPEAL DENIED 

Without comment, the State District Court of 
Appeals has denied the habeas corpus petition of 
Norman Mini, convicted with others at Sacra- 
mento last April on a charge of conspiracy to 
violate the state criminal syndicalism law. He 
contended the jury’s verdict was void inasmuch 
as he had been acquitted on a direct charge of 
criminal syndicalism. 


aaa >- 
Widow of Senator Huey Long 
Announces Support for Labor 


Mrs. Rose McConnell Long, widow of Senator 
Huey P. Long of Louisiana, was sworn in as 
senator on February 10. She was recently ap- 
pointed to serve the term of her husband, expiring 
next January. 

Mrs. Long told reporters she would endeavor 
to carry on the work of her husband, particularly 
on his “share-our-wealth” activities. A bill Long 
introduced last session for redistribution of the 
nation’s wealth is still pending. 

“T’ve got a lot of work to do,’ Mrs. Long said. 
“T’m having all our files and records sent up and 
will study them before making any announce- 
ments. 

“I’m 100 per cent for labor and the farmers 
and will vote for everything to help them.” 


Junior Union Asks Aid 


To Labor Organizations in San Francisco, 
Greetings: 

The Junior Union of Boys and Girls, Local No. 
180, affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor, made its first appearance in the Labor Day 
parade held September 2, 1935. It had organized 
but a short time before, numbered nearly 100 boys 
and forty girls, and was able to make a creditable 
appearance with the American flag, a banner, a 
drum corps and members in uniforms. 

Owing to the short time for preparation it had to 
go into some debt to thus make its debut in the 
organized labor movement. The Junior Union is 
therefore in need of some financial assistance to 
the extent of about five hundred dollars, to pay off 
the most pressing indebtedness and to make ready 
for next year’s activities, having decided to con- 
tinue organization into more groups. 

If we get on our feet properly we hope to be 
able to prove that we, like any other responsible 
labor organization, will thereafter be able to finance 
ourselves without further aid. 

We aim to educate the boys and girls of work- 
ing people in the principles and_ practices - of 
organized labor, so that the members when grown 
up and taking their stations in active life will be 
good and intelligent members of organized labor. 

We need a little encouragement just now, with 
the aid of the more far-sighted in labor, and re- 
spectfully request that any donation you may be 
able and willing to give be forwarded by check, 
addressed to Junior Union of Boys and Girls, 
Local No. 180, Room 205, San Francisco Labor 
Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. 

Fraternally, 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE, 
JUNIOR UNION OF BOYS AND GIRLS. 
Edna A. Urmy, Director. 
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S. F. Labor Council | 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Room 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committees 
meet every Monday at 7:3) p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 0056. 


Synopsis of Minutes of Meeting Held Friday 
Evening, February 14, 1936 
' Called to order at 8:15 p. m. by President Ed- 
ward D. Vandeleur. 

Roll Call of Officers—Sergeant-at-Arms P. 
O’Brien excused. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting—Approved as 
printed in Labor Clarion. 

Credentials—Bartenders No. 41, Billy Lynn and 
Fred Duncanson vice Harry Smith and George 
Kelly; Laundry Drivers No. 256, V. J. Stephens, 
James Whittle, Joseph A. Collins, John J. Burke 
and W. A. Connolly; Masters, Mates and Pilots 
No. 40, George M. Fouratt vice Warren H. Stoffel; 
Waiters No. 30, Sam Taback vice William Em- 
mett. Delegates seated. 

Communications — Filed — Minutes of Building 
Trades Council. Masters, Mates and Pilots, by 
International Vice-President George M. Fouratt, 
relative to charges against E. B. O’Grady of Local 
No. 90, stating they had been considered by the 
International convention and found unsubstan- 
tiated. Waiters No. 30 and Miscellaneous No. 110, 
submitting resolutions adopted by their organiza- 
tions in favor of industrial unionism. 

Referred to the Secretary—Civil Service Com- 
mission, requesting suggestions in connection with 
the resolution adopted by the Board of Super- 
visors dealing with wage rates on work to be 
performed under public contracts. 

Letter from Congressman Richard J. Welch, 
relative to H. R. 9652, providing for a differen- 
tial of 6 per cent in favor of costs of ships in 
Pacific Coast yards, and suggesting that Council 
support said measure and enlist support in its 
favor. Moved that the Council comply with the 
request and notify the affiliated unions. Motion 
adopted. 

Report of the Executive Committee—Complaint 
of Garage Employees against Valencia Garage, 
laid over to allow another notice to be sent to 
Mr. Fallen. On the complaint of Local Joint 


WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the ““‘We Don’t 
Patronize List’’ of the San Francisco Labor 
Council. Members of Labor Unions and sympa- 
thizers are requested to cut this out and post it. 


California Building Maintenance Co., 20 Ninth. 
Clinton Cafeterias. ; 
Co-Op Manufacturing Company. 

Curtis Publishing Co., publishers of “Saturday 
Evening Post,” ‘Ladies’ Home Journal,” 
“Country Gentleman.” 

Drake Cleaners, 249 O'Farrell and 727 Van Ness. 

Foster's Lunches and Bakeries. 

Fred Benioff, furrier, 133 Geary street. 

Goldberg, Bowen & Co., grocers, 242 Sutter. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers overalls and 
workingmen’s clothing. 

Independent Cleaning and Dyeing Works, 245 
Van Ness So. 

J. C. Hunken’s Grocery Stores. 

Kroehler Furniture Manufacturing Company. 

Marquard’s Coffee Shop and Catering Company. 

Mission Hotel, 520 Van Ness So. 

Pacific Label Company, 1150 Folsom street. 

Petri Wine Company, Battery and Vallejo. 

Pioneer Motor Bearing Company, Eddy and 
Van Ness. 

San Francisco Biscuit Co. (located in Seattle.) 

Sunset Towel Supply Co., 55 New Montgomery. 

Standard Oil Company. 

Van Emon, B. C., Elevators, Inc., 224 Fremont. 

West Coast Macaroni Company. 

All Non-Union independent taxicabs. 


Barber shops that do not display the shop card 
of the Journeymen Barbers’ Union are unfair 
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Board of Culinary Workers against El Portal 
Cafe, Fulton and Eighth avenue, the unions 
involved and the manager of the cafe came before 
the committee and agreed to hold another confer- 
ence in the coming week for the purpose of arriv- 
ing. at an adjustment of differences. Coniplaint 
by Cracker Bakers No. 125 against Rosenthal’s 
store was referred to the secretary to settle the 
main objections of the union. Owing to lateness 
of the hour, committee decided to hold a special 
meeting Tuesday evening to consider the internal 
situation in Masters, Mates and Pilots No. 90. 
Report concurred in. 


Special meeting of the Executive Committee 
held Tuesday evening, February 11, at 8 o’clock. 
No one present representing or in support of 
International Union of Masters, Mates and Pilots; 
instead telegram from International organization 
and first vice-president, by letter, informing the 
committee that all grievances of members of 
Local No. 90 had been considered by the Inter- 
national convention at Washington, just adjourned, 
and that the convention expelled C. F. May and 
D. M. Piera of Local No. 90, and had directed 
him (the first vice-president) to take charge of 
Local No. 90 and its affairs on the Pacific Coast. 
Committee was of the opinion that if no further 
effort be made at composing the existing differ- 
ences, it might result in an open breach, where- 
fore committee recommended that the officers 
send a letter to the new president of the national 
organization requesting him to visit San Francisco 
and hold a personal investigation to ascertain the 
merits of the existing differences, for the purpose 
of restoring peace and harmony for the benefit of 
all concerned. Report concurred in. 


Reports of Unions—Window Cleaners reported 
on the inquest held over the member killed by ac- 
cident on the Phelan building. Chauffeurs’ Union 
report having received a suggested request for a 
donation to the Junior Union, and deemed the 
work of benefit to organized labor and worthy of 
encouragement. Sailors are continuing efforts to 
remain in the International Seamen’s Union; have 
been served with injunction tying up their funds. 
Milk Wagon Drivers are planning to extend their 
organization into San Mateo, and are making 
progress, taking in many members; ask trade 
union families to order their milk delivered at the 
homes by union drivers. Fur Workers urge friends 
not to patronize Fred Benioff’s; claim employees 
work as long as fifty-eight hours a. week. Electri- 
cal Workers No. 6 are negotiating a new agree- 
ment. Retail Delivery Drivers have had a new 
agreement with retail fruit dealers, calling for sub- 
stantial increase in wages and betterment of con- 
ditions, and an increase in membership. Dress- 
makers have had the benefit of an investigation by 
the labor commissioner into working conditions in 
Chinatown shops, which were found deplorable, 
and some locations closed; instead of a strike in 
New York City, a new agreement is expected to 
be signed next week. Metal polishers ask for de- 
mand in metal shops for members of their union 
when having polishing done. 

Report of Organizing Committee — Recom- 
mended that application for affiliation of Barge- 
men’s Union No. 38-101 be granted. Report con- 
curred in. 


Report of Mooney Delegate Meeting—Secretary 
of the Council reported the success of the meeting 
held Sunday, February 9, as advertised, and that 
the Auditorium of the Labor Temple was filled to 
capacity with specially credentialed delegates; that 
Attorneys John F. Finerty, George T. Davis and 
Frank P. Walsh recited the many new develop- 
ments in the case, and that the meeting also by a 
unanimous vote adopted a resolution which was 
ordered submitted to the San Francisco Labor 
Council. Said resolution was read by the secre- 
tary, and on motion was referred to the executive 
committee. It recites that the evidence found and 
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for the first time put into the record proves con- 
vincingly that the conviction of Mooney was ac- 
complished by perjured evidence and the unlawful 
suppression of evidence; it recommends that the 
unions affiliated‘be urged to provide the necessary 
moral and financial support to insure the success 
of the present legal procedure, and the activities 
extended to take in other labor bodies -in the 
United States. Report and resolution referred to 
the executive committee. 

Delegate Castleman made a motion that the 
Council provide a monthly expense account of $50 
for the president, in view of his devoting much 
time and effort for the benefit of affiliated unions 
without any compensation. Amendment made that 
he submit bill for expenses. Amendment to the 
amendment that a weekly expense bill be allowed 
of $25. After lengthy debate the amendment to 
the amendment was lost, and then a new amend- 
ment to amendment made, that the question be re- 
ferred to the executive committee, as all financial 
questions properly belong to that committee. After 
points of order, and closing of debate made, a 
standing vote was taken, resulting in the adoption 
of the amendment to the amendment by a vote of 
63 ayes to 60 noes. Matter accordingly referred 
to the committee. 

Receipts, $465; expenditures, $237.10. 

Council adjourned at 10:20 p. m. 

Fraternally submitted. 

JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 

Notice. All unions interested in securing ship- 
building in Pacific Coast shipyards are earnestly 
urged to address letters to United States senators 
and congressmen for the passage of H. R. 9652, a 
bill which has for its purpose the rehabilitation of 
naval shipbuilding on this coast, and which grants 
a preferential up to 6 per cent on the cost of con- 
struction of ships in Pacific Coast shipyards. Its 
passage may be urged as a “national security” 
measure. Fraternally, 

JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 
————— 


Laclede Gas Workers’ Union Wins 
Seven Per Cent Pay Increase 


A 7 per cent wage increase was given to 550 
employees in the mechanical division of the La- 
clede Gas Light Company in St. Louis, Mo., by an 
arbitration committee. The employees affected are 
members of the Gas House Workers’ Union, affili- 
ated with the American Federation of Labor. The 
increase was made retroactive to July 17, 1935, 
when the strike was settled by an agreement of 
both the union and the company to refer the con- 
troversy to arbitration. 

The arbitration board consisted of former Gov- 
ernor Elliott. W. ‘Major, chairman; Professor 
Joseph Klamon of Washington University, repre- 
seniing the union, and A. E. Wyatt, personnel 
manager of the gas company, representing the 
company. 
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British Place Big Timber Order 
With Russian Soviet Republics 


The extent to which individual initiative is 
being overridden by collective action in the mod- 
ern business world is illustrated in the announce- 
ment that Timber Distributors, Ltd., the British 
organization formed to negotiate with the trade 
representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics for all the timber purchases from the 
Soviet Union for Great Britain, have concluded a 
contract for importations valued at five million 
pounds sterling. 

The timber covered by the contract represents 
the entire British requirements from the Soviet 
Union for the next season, which begins in April. 
The British government arranged for the quantity 
to be purchased after making allowance for im- 
portations from Sweden and Finland and the prob- 
able amount available from Canada. 
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“Tunnel of Death” 


An outstanding illustration of the inhuman and 
brutal conditions imposed on workers by many 
corporations was brought into the limelight in the 
testimony of Miss Philippa Allen, a New York 
social service worker, before the House Labor sub- 
committee, headed by Representative Griswold of 
Indiana, to investigate the tunnel tragedy at 
Gauley Bridge, W. Va., where hundreds of work- 
ers died of silicosis contracted on tunnel work and 
hundreds more are approaching death with no 
remedy for the dread disease. The resolution call- 
ing for the investigation was introduced by Repre- 
sentative Marcantonio of New York. 

Silicosis is a lung disease. It is always fatal. 
Frequently it develops many years after exposure 
to silica dust and can not be stopped. Its victims 
strangle to death. 

The tunnel was constructed by Rhinehart & 
Dennis, a subsidiary of the Union Carbide and 
Carbon Company, in connection with an electric 
power project. Undoubtedly all of the tragedies 
could have been prevented if modern methods of 
dust prevention had been used in the construction 
work, 

Miss Allen, whose investigation extended over 
a period of four years, described the Gauley 
Bridge project as a “tunnel of death.” 

She said that when she was there in the summer 
of 1934, although the tunnel had been completed 
years before, the victims of silicosis were dying 
like flies. 

No Record of Fatalities 

She told the committee that, although it was 
impossible to give the exact number of dead, she 
had developed indisputable facts proving that ap- 
proximately 500 workers employed in the con- 
struction of the tunnel had died from silicosis and 
1500 more were suffering from the disease. 

In enumerating the difficulties experienced in 
ascertaining the exact number of fatalities, she 
mentioned the fact that many of the workers, col- 
ored and white, left their jobs when they became 
ill and returned home. She declared that “out of 
2000 former workers, hundreds have been exam- 
ined by doctors and not more than a handful was 
found to be free from silicosis.” 

Pointing out that the first suit for damages 
brought against the Union Carbide and Carbon 
Company was settled out of court, Miss Allen 
declared that men were threatened with peniten- 
tiary sentences if they did not testify for the com- 
pany, adding: “Furthermore, court records of 
damage suits brought by families of victims show 
that many of the dead were buried in a cornfield 
without markers and without means of identifica- 
tion.” 

Boy Dies in Agony 

According to her testimony doctors at first 
would not tell the silicosis victims what was the 
matter with them. One woman, Mrs. Charlie 
Jones, was the first to discover the cause of the 
deaths. Her husband and three sons worked in 
the tunnel. She found the silica dust while wash- 
ing their clothing. Her suspicions were aroused. 
She begged along the roads for money to pay for 
an X-ray examination of her youngest son. “Three 
weeks after the examination had been made and 
silicosis identified as his trouble the boy died in 
horrible agony,” she said. The first suit for dam- 
ages against the company was brought by Mrs. 
Jones in the case of her son. 

Sweatshop Wages Imposed 

In describing the conditions other than dust 
hazards which were imposed upon the tunnel em- 
ployees, Miss Allen declared that workers were 
imported from South Carolina, North Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Ohio and Pennsylvania with 
the understanding that high wages would be paid 


and good working conditions established. In 1930 
the wage rate was 50 cents an hour, but with the 
large number of workers brought in by the com- 
pany the management decided they could cut 
wages drastically and in the application of this 
plan reduced the pay to 40 cents, then to 30 cents 
and finally to 25 cents per hour for a ten-hour day. 

Living conditions were horrible in the camps, 
she said. Frequently the men had to sit on dyna- 
mite and walk two miles to secure water. 

Testimony in the suits for damages, Miss Allen 
declared, revealed that the “silica dust was so 
thick in the tunnel the men could only see ten or 
fifteen feet before them,” and that it caused a 
collision in which a brakeman barely escaped death 
by leaping from his platform just before the crash. 

Company Held Responsible 

In regard to the responsibility for the tragedy 
of hundreds of workers being killed by silicosis 
and hundreds more dragging out their weary lives 
awaiting the inevitable call, Miss Allen’ expressed 
the firm belief, substantiated by experts on dust 
prevention, that “dry drilling, which resulted in 
immense, choking clouds of silica dust, was the 
direct cause of the tragedy.” 

“Rhinehart & Dennis, the contractors, knew per- 
fectly well,” she said, “the fate to which they were 
exposing their workers when they failed to pro- 
vide safety equipment. 

“They also knew dry drilling was against the 
law as well as dangerous. Workers told me look- 
outs were posted regularly at the tunnel entrances 
to warn foremen below of the approach of state 
mine inspectors. 

“When the mine inspectors made their rounds, 
the dry drilling was stopped and the equipment 
hidden.” 

o———— 
YOU KEEP ON PAYING FOR WAR 

Few people know it, but we are still paying 
for the war of 1812. According to the annual re- 
port of Brigadier General Frank T. Hines, admin- 
istrator of veterans’ affairs, three widows and 
one daughter are receiving pensions from that 
war. The total expenditures of the veterans’ ad- 


ministration during the last fiscal year amounted. 


to $605,573,274.31. It has been estimated that the 

veterans’ bonus and relief costs from the world 

war alone will finally amount to between twenty 

and twenty-five billion dollars. 
ee 

Britain to Limit Production 


Of Textiles and Beet Sugar 


Britain’s Conservative government is following 
the lead of Roosevelt’s radical “new deal.” The 
House of Commons is preparing to pass two bills 
reducing production. 

The cotton spindles bill authorizes the govern- 
ment to buy and take out of commission spindles 
that are in excess of what is deemed necessary 
for the best interests of the cotton industry as a 
whole. 

It is estimated that 10,000,000 spindles will be 
eliminated. 

The beet sugar bill not only grants subsidies to 
the farmers, just as in the United States, but also 
limits production. 
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Steinmetz Exonerated 


A special committee named by Vierling Kersey, 
state superintendent of public instruction, to in- 
vestigate alleged subversive activities on the part 
of Professor Harry Steinmetz, instructor of eco- 
nomics at the San Diego State College, reported 
last week it could find no evidence that he en- 
gaged in communistic teachings in the classroom. 

So far as Steinmetz’s activities off the campus 
are concerned, Kersey said a more complete inves- 
tigation is being made by the committee, headed 
by George Mann, chief of the state division of 
adult education. 

Steinmetz recently was ousted as president of 
the San Diego County Federated Trades and Labor 
Council, purportedly upon orders from William 
Green, president of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

“The committee,” said Kersey, “reported there 
was a failure to reveal evidence of communistic 
or subversive classroom teaching on the part of 
Steinmetz.” 

Kersey said that until he receives a full report 
on the instructor’s off-campus activities no action 
will be taken. 


ee ee, 
$1000 Damages Awarded to Picket 


Shot During Farm Workers’ Strike 

A judgment of $1000 has been awarded to Rob- 
ert Caldwell, picket who was shot during the let- 
tuce strike at Salinas in September, 1934, against 

alter J. Schween, Sr., and Walter J. Schween, 
Jr., and Howard L. Doble, by Superior Judge 
H. G. Jorgensen. Caldwell had sued for $10,000 
damages, 

Caldwell was shot in the foot by Doble, an 
armed guard on the Schween lettuce ranch near 
Salinas, while he was attempting to persuade 
Filipino field workers to leave their duties and 
join the strike. 


o—___ 


MacDonald Back in Parliament 
By Means He Formerly Condemned 


Ramsay MacDonald is once more back in the 
British House of Commons. In the general elec- 
tion he was repudiated by the workers of the 
Lossiemouth district, who had honored him on 
many occasions. 

The tory government found a vacancy for him 
as a representative of the Scottish Universities, 
and although the universities objected he was 
forced through. 

Years ago, when he was a leader of the Labor 
party, MacDonald denounced university represen- 
tation as undemocratic. Now he takes advantage 
of it in order to remain in public life. 
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Probe of American Liberty League 
Started by United States Senate 


An investigation of the American Liberty 
League, which has devoted much of its energy and 
money to propaganda attacking the constitution- 
ality of the social justice laws enacted by Con- 
gress during the last three years, and other semi- 
political organizations engaged in similar sabotage 
of progressive legislation, has been initiated by 
the Senate lobby committee. 

The committee sent a questionnaire to a large 
number of corporations and individuals asking 
them if they have been solicited for contributions 
or have contributed to the following organizations: 

The Crusaders, the Crusaders’ National Or- 
ganization, Inc., American Liberty League, New 
York State Economic Council, American Federa- 
tion of Utility Investors, American Federation of 
Investors, Inc., and the American Taxpayers’ 
League. 

The questionnaire requested, among other infor- 
mation, an itemized statement of all sums contrib- 
uted to the organizations named since January 1, 
1934, with dates of contributions and “purpose for 


which made in each instance.” 
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Managers Told Just Treatment 
Of Workers Prevents Strikes 


Speaking from an experience of seventeen years 
as a settler and preventer of strikes, Whiting 
Williams told the American Management Asso- 
ciation at Chicago that the chief element in good 
industrial relations is proper treatment of the 
workers. He gave some details: 

“Lessen the worker’s fear of favoritism, or other 
threat against what he feels is his most valuable 
property, the property in his job. 

“Where your pay system is highly complicated, 
make sure that everybody knows within twenty- 
four hours exactly how much he has earned. 

“Make sure that your own honest and helpful 
intentions are fulfilled by honest and helpful fore- 
men.” 

Williams told the managers assembled that they 
need have no fear of union workers on strike, if 
they—the managers—had treated the workers 
rightly. 

As a sample of how much effect this little ser- 
mon from an expert had, the next speaker was 
Tom M. Girdler of Republic Steel, who made a 
heartfelt plea for the company union. 

ee aS 
INCREASE IN TUBERCULOSIS 


Six years of unemployment is beginning to 
affect public health, particularly in the case of 
increased tuberculosis, Dr. William C. Voorsanger 
told members of the Community Chest health 
council. Dr. Voorsanger, who is a newly ap- 
pointed member of the Department of Public 
Health as well as chairman of the council’s com- 
mittee on tuberculosis, revealed that the number 
of new cases of tuberculosis in San Francisco dur- 
ing 1935 were 936, as compared with 866 reported 
in 1934. “Reduction in relief budgets, a W.P.A. 
wage which does not permit the purchase of medi- 
cal care, and curtailment of the S.R.A. medical 
program will have further deleterious effect upon 
the health of the city,” Dr. Voorsanger said. 
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State Wagner Laws Are Urged 
To Protect Rights of Labor 


Dean Lloyd K. Garrison of the University of 
Wisconsin Law School told a student forum that 
full protection of the right of working men and 
women to organize in bona fide trade unions and 


. bargain collectively requires the enactment of 


state laws similar to the federal Labor Relations 
Act. 

He predicted the United States Supreme Court 
would pronounce the Wagner Act constitutional, 
but that its limitation to strictly interstate indus- 
tries narrows its scope so drastically that it should 
be supplemented by state labor relations laws to 
include workers in intrastate industries, and thus 
make the right to organize applicable to local 
plants. 
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“Ghosts,” Starring Mme. Nazimova, 
Starts Two Weeks’ Run at Curran 


One of the most sensational successes in thea- 
trical annals of this generation will be available 
to playgoers of San Francisco when Mme. Nazi- 
mova arrives at the Curran Theater Monday, Feb- 
ruary 24, in Henrik Ibsen’s masterpiece, “Ghosts,” 
which scored such a phenomenal success at the 
Empire Theater in New York. The play was pre- 
sented for an engagement limited to two weeks, 
but the ovation accorded Nazimova on the open- 
ing night, and the popularity of the play despite 
the fact that it was written fifty years ago, made 
it necessary to extend the run. : 

An ovation such as is rare in any theater found 
the audience at the New York premiere cheering 
and applauding and refusing to leave the theater 
before the curtain had been raised in tribute twenty- 
eight times. The manager of the theater admitted 
that not since Sarah Bernhardt had played there 
had there been so many curtain calls and so much 
genuine applause. Critics raved, Brooks Atkinson 
of the New York “Times” saying: “ ‘Great’ is a 
word for sparing use, but there is no other way 
to characterize a transcendent performance. Nazi- 
mova has imparted to ‘Ghosts’ the aura of inspired 
acting.” William Lyon Phelps declared it to be 
the best production of “Ghosts” he had ever seen, 
“incomparably better than Duse in this role.” 

A cast worthy of Mme. Nazimova’s brilliant act- 
ting has been assembled for the production and 
continues with her on this coast-to-coast tour. It 
includues McKay Morris, Harry Ellerbe, Beatrice 
de Neergaard and Raymond O’Brien. Stewart 
Chaney has designed the setting and Mme. Nazi- 
mova herself staged the play with a talented touch 
that made it, as Robert Garland of the New York 
“World-Telegram” said, “no longer a classic. It 
is a play, and a four-starred one.” 

The run at the Curran is limited to two weeks 
only. There will be five bargain matinees, the 
regular Wednesday and Saturday matinees, and a 
special matinee on Thursday, March 5. 
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Taxation Is Urged to Limit 
Labor-Displacing Machinery 


Taxation and congressional limitation of use 
of labor-saving devices were advocated before a 
House labor sub-committee as means to solve un- 
employment. 

Glenn H. Speece, economist and author, and 
S. P. Meadows, representing the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, testified at a hearing on a reso- 
lution by Representative Vincent L. Palmisano of 
Maryland authorizing the Labor Department to 
undertake a survey to show the extent of unem- 
ployment caused by labor-saving devices since 
1912. 

“IT advocate the curbing by taxation rather than 
by direct congressional limitation,” Speece said. 
“Power-driven machinery and holding companies 
are responsible largely for present monopolistic 
conditions in industry. If we do not check monop- 
oly we will get communism.” 

Meadows suggested “some sort of tax on excess 
profits’ of corporations deriving their income 
from machine-made products, which could be 
used for unemployment and old-age pension funds. 

paar oe 
DANGERS OF KITE FLYING 

With approach of the spring kite-flying season 
the Pacific Gas and Electric Company will this 
week undertake its sixth annual safety campaign 
to teach the youth of central and northern Cali- 
fornia the rules of the game. With the assistance 
of the police in San Francisco, Oakland and other 
cities throughout the company’s territory, repre- 
sentatives of the utility will explain to the children 
in every school the dangers of flying kites near 
electric, telephone and trolley wires and the perils 
hidden in metallic kite materials. 

SS 

COMMUNISTS IN PARAGUAYAN ARMY 


The defense ministry of the Paraguayan gov- 
ernment declares that a number of army officers 
are under suspicion of being in contact with sub- 
versive groups “instigated or aided by Soviet 
organizations.” One of the implicated officers is 
the commander of the Paraguayan Military 
School. The ministry said the suspected men 
would be asked to resign. 

———__@______ 
A NEW DEPARTURE 


L. C. Koster, manager of the Mission Branch 
of the San Francisco Bank, announces that his 
office has established a real estate loan depart- 
ment for convenience of the bank’s customers in 
that part of the city. 
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